Heber City Officials Consider 
Renovation of LDS Tabernacle 


By KARL PETERSON 
Wasatch Correspondent 
4-17-96 

HEBER CITY — If current plans 
are successful, the historic Heber 
Tabernacle will soon undergo a 
complete renovation. City officials 
are in the process of applying for a 
federal grant that will fund the 


project and, when completed, the 


Tabernacle will house the Heber 
City offices. 

The grant, available from the 
Economic Development Adminis- 
tration, could provide up to $600,- 
000 in federal funds. The amount of 
the grant must be matched by at 
least 20 percent from Heber City. 

According to federal guidelines 
grants of this type are to be used 
in areas of high unemployment to 
provide work for the unemployed. 
With a projected December unem- 
ployment rate of 15.1 percent for 
Wasatch County, Heber City should 
have no trouble in qualifying. 


The city has retained architects 
to make a study of the building. 
draw up preliminary plans and 
provide a cost estimate for the 
project. After inspection officials 
stated that the tabernacle is basi- 
cally in good shape and would 
make an excellent facility for the 
city offices as well as preserving 
an historic structure. 


The Heber Tabernacle was con- 
structed between 1887 and 1889 as a 
stake house for the LDS Church. It 
was dedicated on May 5, 1889 by 
Elder Francis M. Lyman, an apos- 
tle of the church. 

The LDS Church used the build- 
ing for many years before finally 
deeding it to Wasatch County. He- 
ber City has since acquired owner- 
ship, but the building has remained 
vacant for many years. 

The Tabernacle has been sur- 
rounded: by some controversy dur- 
ing recent years. Manv feel the 


building has outlived its usefulness 
and are against spending money to 
preserve it. . 

Those who favor preservation 
say there will never be a better 
opportunity to save the Shuilding 
and provide Heber with new of- 
fices. They point out that the origi- 
nal deed conveying title of the 
tabernacle to the county and city 
Stipulates that the building is not 
to be torn down or used for pri- 
vate, commercial gain. With grant 
monies declining each year. and 
with the possibility of Heber re- 
ceiving a grant, backers of the 
project say that now is the time to 
move. 


The Heber City Council has 
scheduled a pubiic hearing Tuesday 
at 7:30 p.m. to present the project 
and receive citizen input. Prelimi- 
nary plans and cost estimates will 
be available then for public scruti- 
ny. 
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